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P ‘ent of FEBA Mr Plarre imhaof, whao is also the Genoral Manager of Baiduri Bank

Boosting business
ties with France

Association to
develop trade
opportunities

By Bonia K,

THE French  Broneisn  Buoginess
Association which was launchued in
Hovember 1999 iz made up ol high-profile
husingss people and represeniatived from
the inbematinnal clambers of commence,
Malay Chamber of Commence, Clinese
Chinmber of Commerce and BIMP-EAGA
Economic Business  Council. The
sssacintion’s Executive Committee i3
electad om a yearly hasis,

The nszociatinn's B0 members comprise
private ‘buginess. people in Brunpei
Danzssalam wiath French inleresis aid'or
patential French interests /parinerships
and government officinls who are honormry
mcibers.

According 1o the Preskdent of FBEA,
Blr Pizrme Imhof, who 22 2150 the General
Manager of Haiduri Bank, the aim of the
assochatbon b 10 pIOy e s mutunl fomum ol
fowr French asd Briméinn businges
pariners & a means 1o sireigihen basiness
redationships

Seeondly, it sims 10 disseminoie
economic information 10 members on

Musa Adnin, Honorary President of FEBA

Special Reports

Association, Mr Patrick Bannayvilla

mpiters of interest and 10 serve 25 0 meeans
of disciiaing such matter, The ascciation
alzn seeks 1o develop tho image of Beunei
in France and vice versa to promiots trmde,
commerce and indusiry s well 53 fo
develop busingss oppartunities benveen
Arnei and France.

Ambazssidor of France to Pronei and
Patron of the French Brunelan Business
Associntion, Mr Parick Honseville, wha
ks besn here for four months feels that
the association is being very widely
represtriied in Brured with bocal companies
having French relations. He hopes 10 create
moge cohesion and dynamizm with the local
membees in the pssociation

11 helps quite & loq in the nerworking
with uoe another ai well &3 developing n
denae of inizrest, gothering Bruncian
1hniglits tageiher,

He aims 1o enhanes good relstions with
fhe= Wlin ‘of Forelg Firs 1o exchange
Informntion and ideas om intermatianal
sefuatinm, 1 |’N,'|"||5||J.||_~ would like to agiract
murc French companies (o come here and
see {hat the Breneian market o imlereming
18 las pastertial,”™ he said.

He siressed thas French companies can
b h._-||>|'u1 in participating in the
zvelopment of the couniry. Culser than
that, Mr Bonneville is detormined o hlp
foren mode siraciuge in the association and
invites more businessmen 1o become
members as well 24 convines mare French
unmp;uius. o came here, He will help them

E

Ambassadorof France to Brunei and Patron of the French Bruneian Business

invthedr dyraandsm and make it an impartang
part af the economie Life In Bruns,
With over [5 companies ander his
pettfolio, Muss Adnin wha is the Honomry
President of FEBA is a very bhusy
entreprenear. Based in Kunka Belait, Musa
is often tmvelling &3 he has wide businesa
imterests in Asla; Middle East and
Furope. Yet, Musa has found time to lobd
the position of Honbmoy Tresident of the
FEBA

Asked about Bis rode in the FBAA, he
said that ahhoagh the post of Honorary
President is non-exocutive (0 Raluee,
hovwever a5 8 local, he would do his best o
pruomede Branetan interest

*Olur members, from vasinus Industries
wevl interests, are active and give their fisll
suppon and coopertion 1o the Execulive
Camminee,” he said

Currently FRBA is the morc active and
visihle business associalion in the counlry
and this is made possible with active and
respansible Exocutive hembers. " We also
get Full suppoart from the French Embassy
wiih the Patron 2nd French Anmvbassador,
His Excellency Mr., Pairick Bonneville
playing an active robe in ke life of the
assnciation

“The Excculive Committee headed by
the President, Wr, Pierre Imhof, will
finalize the association's 2006 plan for
ils memhers 3000, Judging fram informal
discussions, it"s poing to be wvery
inleredting and exciting.™
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club tuecked within the premises of the then French
Trade Commission to its proactive nature of
netwarking today.

The Beginning..,

At the turn of the millenium, the idea of a French
Trade Club tock root-the brainchild of Mr, Jean
Barbé, Economic Counseflor of the French Trade
Commisslon. That was vear-2000, [ts objectives:

"+Ta provide a mutual forum of exchange for French

business partners In Bruneiwith the French Trade
Commission and subsequently with France,

« Ta disseminate information to members on matters
concerning French trade and economy.
Simply sald_to put a face to the French Business
Community

An-action plan was put in place with thesetting up
af a protem committes made up of French and
Bruneian business people with the expertise and the
interastin making this club a success,

Acouple of brainstorming sessions as was expected
from this think tank.- :

What name would truly instill the identity of bi-
lateral relations and business netwarking

What name would conjure the authepcity of the
local Brunelan touch interweven with the Frénch
Connection..

What name would signify the seriousness of its
intent with a personal and funsloving approach...
From this committee, the name FEBA - the French
Bruneian Business Assoication came about. Thelogoe
with its colours represented both Brunel and
France.

Tagether with His Excellency Mr. Jean-Pierre Lafosse,
Ambassador of France in Brunei Darussalam; the
French Bruneian Business Association was officially
jnaugurated under its new name on 30dunae , 2000
Finally: anofficial bonafide association fully regis-
tered with the Registrar.of Societies.

In Movember 2001, the Kuald Befait Branch Gffice
was set up suported by a teamof excom members
basad there.

In 2002, His Excellency, Mr. Thierry Barja de Mozota,
French Ambassador (2002 - 2005) became the next
patron of the FEBA. Under hisvery active and
participative patronage, FBBA became synonymous
with am association that Is procactive, functionable
and really defivers what it has set out to do.

Therest is'history,.as a.succession of yearly activities
are planned. Today under the patronage of His
Excellency, Mr. Patrick Benneville, French Ambassa-
dor and the excom, FBBA will continue being as
active and as the fiendly association that

dalivers....
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Talks..Maried and Far Ranging.-Intellectual Property LFS Industrial Automation

Rights/Tourism Making the Impossible

Possible/Expecting the Unexpected/Econamic Lee Jong Electrical Co.
Integration of Asean/the Bimp-Eaga Region/Brunei,
Where do we ga from heresEconomic Lilli Lingerie

Diversification/Qil & Gas: Third Generation/Radio
Frequency Identification....and the list goes on
Speakers.interesting/Expert/in Demand as speak-
Ers.

Annual Get-Tagethers..fun, personzl networking
with high-ranking government officlals & members.

The most recent talk on 16 November organised by
the FBBA gamered tremendunis interest from
membersand guests with an attendance of aver
150 persons. Thistalk, "Labour & Employment
lssues of Brunei Darussalam” by Guest Speaker the
Commissioner of Labour, Awang Haji Omar echoed
on with comments in the Hotline pages of the
Bormeo Bulletin,

Suchare the pature of talks crganised by the
French Bruneian Business Association. That's the
logic behind what the FBBA s known...the Friendly
Association that Delivers...

FBEA presents an oppoertunity for vou toregister as
a member with.a modest fee of 5200 which
Includes registration and annual fee for the first
yearand thereaftera yearly fee of 5100/~

Going the extra mile

200072001

Bruneian Delagation to International food &
Beverage Exhibition In Singapore

2002

Bonjour FEEA..A Bi-monthly Radio Show with

Pelangi Air __Lﬁg—:' -
2003

Farfum d'Egypie, les route du Parfum Exhibition securicor
Bowling tournament

2004 Pt

Savair Faire, French Food Celebration "r;%;".‘
Football with Chinese Chambaers of Commerce =heraton Utama
2005 RRUNE! DATUSHALAM
Badminton & Golf Tournament
Family Day

In the true spirit of FBBEA is wishing
the Muslim Community, “Selamat Hari Baya"still...

Thie Intemational Community, * Merry Christmas & flf\ iy lniiss ply. s, (0 dina
Happy Mew YearTand the Chinese Community, &
“Gong Ai Fa Cal
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